


never imagined that I would long to act like a teenager. Mary was a 
teen whose world was turned upside down by an angelic messen-
ger. She was told that she would bear the world’s Savior. Nothing 
in her life would ever be the same again. She didn’t know exactly 

what lay ahead, but she did understand how God was going to use her 
body and life in his plan of salvation. This is her reaction,  

“My soul glorifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he 
has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all 
generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great 
things for me - holy is his name. His mercy extends to those who fear 
him from generation to generation” (Luke 1:46-50).   

Mary was humbled to be chosen by God to be the Savior’s young mother. 
She understood how this would be a blessing to her personally and eter-
nally.  Mary rejoiced! This birth would be a blessing to all generations, who 
would in turn call her blessed for her role in it.  Sure, there would be sacri-
fices: a journey at full term, birth in a cattle shed and a midnight flight to 
Egypt. But so many blessings: sins forgiven, resurrection promises and life 
with this Savior guaranteed. I stand in awe of her faith-filled perspective at 
such a young age. She was humbled to be considered and rejoiced in 
serving the Mighty One. She reflected on God’s goodness in the past and 
proclaimed the blessings that would befall future generations.   

God has called us to participate in his plan of salvation too. Not to bear the 
world’s Savior, but to bear the news of the Savior to the world. You have 
been blessed personally and eternally by this truth —passed down 
through generations to you.  Are you humbled? Does your soul rejoice? Do 
you reflect back at the goodness of your God? Do you offer yourself to be 
a blessing to God’s Kingdom work now?  Will generations in the future be 
blessed by your efforts, reflect back and call you blessed? 

These are some interesting questions that lead us to ponder and assess. 
We can learn from the example of Mary. Her attitude and actions were 
concerned not so much with her own sacrifice as much as with the sacri-
fice God would make for future generations, including you and me.  

While we wait for Jesus’ return, God has given us the opportunity right now 
to reflect on all he has done and what we can do for him! May this reflec-
tion guide help you in pondering your actions and attitudes in your calling 
in God’s Kingdom. May your spirit be “humbled and rejoice” as we follow 
the lead of a teenager. 

Meditating on God’s grace with you,  

Pastor Tomhave, on behalf of your pastors 

I 



Matthew 5:13–16 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made 
salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by 
men.  14 You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives 
light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that 
they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 

In the above verses, Jesus lays out for us how God will use them (and us) as an influ-
ence on the world. Jesus has a purpose for us as his brothers and sisters here on 
earth. We are to be his heart, his hands and his voice. Look at verse 16 to learn the 
purpose and end result of him positioning us as influencers in the world. 

 

 

List some of the different people, groups and organizations that you are involved in 
(church and secular). With whom (or what group) do you have the most influence? 

 

 

What gifts, talents and circumstances has God given you in order to have influence 
in these areas? 

 

 

How might you be a person of influence in a more intentional/spiritual way? 

 

 

Dear Jesus,  

Your clear words to your disciples give me real purpose and eternal value in the 
ways that I can influence people and impact situations in my life. Thank you for the 
eternal investment you have made in me by purchasing me with your own blood. 
Thank you for the trust you have in me for carrying out your will. Assist me to shine 
more brightly in your purposes, that I may use my time and talents to influence more 
people to see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. Amen. 



As you reflect on how God may be granting you growth in your influence, take one 
of the next steps or develop your own list. We encourage you to journal any 
thoughts or questions you might have. Make this a part of your prayer list or even 
visit your pastors with any questions you might have about intentionally growing. 

 Take note how many times you influence others in one week or one month. You 
might be surprised how much God is using you! 

 Self assess your gifts or seek counsel from a trusted friend or someone who 
knows you well. This goal focuses on strengths to maximize their use in being 
“salt” and “light” in the world. Pray that God opens doors to use those strengths 
in the world. 

 Strengthen your influence by connecting and expanding your relationship to a 
young person, new Christian (We have so many of these opportunities here at 
St. Paul with all the new families!), or a new neighbor.  

 Seek out your own mentor. Ask people you respect to help you be “salt” and 
“light” as they give you insights, become encouragers and perhaps offer you 
some accountability. 

 Feed your faith! Jesus is the vine, you are the branches. If you want to bear 
much fruit, increase your personal exposure to Jesus. 

 Study people of influence in the Bible (e.g. Moses, David, Ruth, Hannah, Paul). 

 Pray persistently and consistently for the Holy Spirit to make you a faithful  
person of influence in your life and this world. 

A gift that Christ has 
graciously given me is: 

This gift is a blessing in 
carrying out my calling by: 

I am tempted to turn that 
gift into a weakness by:  

   

   

   

   



1 Corinthians 10:31  

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 

 

Evaluate 1 (low) to 10 (high) your current satisfaction in each area of your life listed 
below. 

  Spiritual Life  

Your growth in faith as a child of God, weighted more toward your personal 
devotional and prayer life. 

  Fitness/Health 

Caring for “the temple of the Holy Spirit” with current diet, weight control, 
regular check-ups with professionals, sufficient exercise & sleep and manag-
ing stress. 

  Relaxation/Recreation 

Sufficient time off, doing things for fun or enjoyment with family and friends. 

  Finances  

Living within my budget, maintaining manageable debt load, saving for edu-
cation and/or retirement, emergency fund. 

  Professional Life 

“Doing it all to the glory of God”, being a faithful employee/employer, grow-
ing my skills and finding joy in work.  

  Family Relationships 

Relationships with parents, siblings, spouse, children according to the family 
situation into which God has called you. 

  Friendships 

Building, maintaining and strengthening your relationship with close friends. 
Making new friendships (with a goal of evangelism?) 

  Physical Environment  

Physical set-up of your home and work space so that you are able to live/
work in a setting that is comfortable and productive. 



Reflect on your rankings from the previous page. List the most concrete change you 
are committed to make in that specific area of your life, giving glory to God in every-
thing. 

Spiritual Life 

 

 

Fitness/Health 

 

 

Finances 

 

 

Professional Life 

 

 

Family Relationships 

 

 

Close Friends 

 

 

Physical Environment 

 

 

Dearest Lord,  

I desire to be a person who does all things for your glory. Help me to cleanse my life 
of those things that distract me from living for and serving you fully. Strengthen my 
faith so that my life might reflect the life you lived for me.  Amen. 



Matthew 10:8 

Freely you have received, freely give. 

2 Corinthians 9:7 

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

 

1 Corinthians 4:7 asks, “What do you have that you did not receive?” It is so easy to 
take pride in what we have ‘earned’ in life and then use the dangerous word con-
cerning our wealth and possessions - MINE!  Have you fallen into this mindset or are 
you managing God’s wealth, understanding everything is a gift from him? 

 

 

How can the MINE mindset show itself in your relationships?  How can the MINE 
mindset show itself in your financial life?  

 

 

God is not only concerned with the actions (freely giving) but also the attitude 
(cheerful giver).  What is at least one step you could take to become more generous 
or even a person who “freely and cheerfully gives”?  What is one step our congrega-
tion could take to become abundantly generous? 

 

 

Do you have a financial plan/budget for your life?  Do you have a plan for your 
wealth upon your death? 

 

Dearest Father,  

All that I have is a generous gift from you. Make me a cheerfully generous giver. Holy 
Spirit, move my heart to give freely, because you alone can make my motivations 
God-pleasing. May my life and wealth be an offering to your glory, to the furthering 
of your kingdom and the betterment of those you place around me. Amen. 

 



As you reflect on how God may be granting you growth in your generosity, take one 
of the next steps or develop your own list. We encourage you to journal any 
thoughts, refections, or questions you might have. Make this a part of your prayer list 
or even visit your pastors with any questions you might have about intentionally 
growing. 

 

Personal 

 Think about what motivates you to give generously. 

 Determine if there are things you could eliminate or add to your life that would 
enable you to be more giving. 

 Choose one act of generosity to try this month. 

 Develop a giving plan that stretches your generosity and then commit to it in the 
coming year. 

 

Social 

 Invite your friends or family members to form a “giving group”. Choose one chari-
ty you can collectively support this year.  

 Make a coffee date with a generous person you admire and learn how generosi-
ty impacts their life. (This allows “iron to sharpen iron”.) 

 

Spiritual 

 Study stories of generosity in the Bible. 

 For one week, make a daily list of all the blessings God has given you for which 
you are grateful. Pray over this list and give thanks. 

 Consider one way you can make giving a deeper part of your personal and joyful 
worship experience. 


